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SUBJ: AMERICAN EXPORTS TO IRAQ THROUGH FRANCE 

1. EMBASSY COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS BRANCH HAS BEEN APPROACHED 
BY HAMZEH A. HABIB, SOLE PROPRIETOR OF ETS. HAHIMPEX, 

66 RUE DE PROVENCE, PARIS, AND ALI M. HASSOUN & CO., 

MUTANABI STREET, SAYID TAHA BUILDING, BAGHDAD. MR. 

HABIB SAID THAT HE WAS EMPLOYED IN ECONOMIC SECTION OF 
EMBASSY BAGDAD EOR THREE YEARS MID-L960S AND WAS LATER 
EMPLOYED IN IRAQI FOREIGN SERVICE UNTIL RECENTLY. HE 
IS NOW RESIDENT IN PARIS AND ENGAGED IN EXPORTING 
PRODUCTS FROM EUROPE TO STATE AGENCIES AND PRIVATE 
COMPANIES IN IRAQ. HE CLAIMS TO HAVE INFLUENTIAL 
FRIENDS IN IRAQI EMBASSY PARIS AND KEY IRAQI MINISTRIES 
IN BAGHDAD. 

2. MR. HABIB SAID THAT WHILE THERE ARE OFEICIAL 
RESTRAINTS AGAINST AMERICAN IMPORTS INTO IRAQ, SALES OF 
SUCH PRODUCTS CAN IN FACT BE ARRANGED IF THEY ARE SOLD 
THROUGH NON-AMERICAN INTERMEDIARIES, PARTICULARLY 
FRENCH COMPANIES. HABIB GAVE US LONG LIST OF PRODUCT 
LINES (INCLUDING SPARE ENQINES AND TRANSMISSIONS FOR 
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AS AGENT TO AMERICAN MANUEACTURERS CONCERNED. 

3. WE ARE PROCESSING WTDR ON HAHIMPEX EOR EARLY SUB- 
MISSION AND WOULD PROPOSE TO SUBMIT TRADE OPPORTUNITIES 
IN USUAL MANNER. BEEORE COMMERCE CALLS THESE OPPORTUNI- 
TIES TO ATTENTION POTENTIALLY INTERESTED AMERICAN 
EXPORTERS, HOWEVER, IT WOULD BE USEEUL TO HAVE ANY 
INEORMATION AVAILABLE FROM ADDRESSEES ON HABIB'S 
REPUTATION AND BONA TIDES. OUR SUPEREICIAL IMPRESSION OE 
HABIB WAS THAT HE IS INTELLIGENT, COMPETENT AND 
PROBABLY SINCERE. 
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